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Dear Parents and Carers                                                23rd September 2022 
 
Although it has been a shorter week than normal, it has been a very busy one. Many of our older 
pupils attend our smaller site, Maes Ebbw Bach and they have taken part in their own version of 
the Six Nations Rugby tour this week. This took place at the CCB Centre for Sporting Excellence 
in Ystrad Mynach. The students trained with the Dragons and were able to get some autographs 
from the professionals. Here is a photo of the pupils at Maes Ebbw Bach with their medals. 
 

 
 
Annual Reviews 
We have now planned the annual review date for each pupil at Maes Ebbw for this academic year. 
We are planning to hold these in person at school for the first time in quite a while. We really look 
forward to seeing you all again in the coming year.  
 
You will be aware that Wales is changing its systems for pupils with statements. I want to reassure 
you that this process should not mean any major changes for your children.  
Over the next 2 years, your child’s statement will be converted into an IDP (Individual 
Development Plan), it will be mostly a change of format for your child. We will talk to you about 
how this will happen at your child’s annual review this year.  
For pupils in Nursery, Reception, Year 6, Year 10 and Year 11 the process of converting a 
statement to an IDP will happen this academic year and a member of the SEN Team from 
Newport will also attend your child’s annual review to support this process.  
It is important that you read through your child’s current statement and make any amendments 
necessary (ie. Updates on their diagnosis, learning abilities, self help, etc. etc), you can then bring 
this to the meeting and the amendments can be incorporated into their new paperwork.  If you are 
unable to attend these meetings, please send in your amendments and any other relevant 
reports/documents that can be used going forward. 
 
Dietary/Allergies 
On our school website you will see a Dietary form, this is used to inform our kitchen staff of any 
pupils who have dietary requirements or allergies.  If your child has any dietary requirements (ie. 
Halal, vegetarian etc) or any type of food allergy, please ensure you complete this form and send it 
into school with your child asap.  If you would prefer to ring us with this information then please 
speak to the staff in the school office who can note down all up to date information. Thank you for 
your co-operation. 
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Refurbishment 
 
During the summer break we had some amazing work completed. Newport local authority 
replaced the flooring in the corridors of the school, it looks so much better, it is lighter and brighter 
and makes the building much more modern. 
We also had a section of the sensory garden updated and replaced. A fabulous team of people 
from Celanese (Global Company who have a base in Newport) and South Wales Sports Grounds 
worked tirelessly to dig up and lay the new surface in the first few weeks of the holiday. As well as 
providing the people power, Celanese raised the money for the improvement work. Our enormous 
thanks go to Celanese and South Wales Sports Grounds for all their hard work. The photos give 
you a glimpse of pupils enjoying the new garden surface. 
 

 
 
 
No Nuts Please 
You will be aware that we have pupils and staff who have severe allergies to nuts in school. 
Please make sure that any food/snack/lunch items that you send into school do not contain nuts. 
This helps us to keep the people with allergies to nuts safe. Thank you. 
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Free School Meals 
You may be aware that pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 can now receive a free school 
meal.  We ask that you apply for this through the normal channels with Newport City Council as 
there could be other benefits you could receive as well as having a massive impact on our school 
finances (school receives money for each pupil who applies for free meals through the authority). 
If you would like any further information or help with the procedure, please contact our school 
office.  
 
 
Dragon Bags 
As part of Maes Ebbw PSFA continuing fundraising events, they have been in contact with Dragon 
Bags.  Next week you should receive a bag from school, by filling these bags with good, reusable 
condition (no ripped or stained) clothes, pairs of shoes, etc we hope to raise in excess of £400.  
Please see attached letter for full information. Your help and support is always greatly appreciated. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Best wishes 

 
NICOLA ALLAN 
HEAD TEACHER 
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